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Dr. Dunham reviewed AEC 12S/30 - Return of Rongelapese to
~
!!! Island,which muxmaende(l that@be C -
.*

i
,/j..f”p:!

thatthe Rimgelapese, who were i!lapl
,,.,
ii%. tests during Operaticxi CA9TLE, could I

their home island in the Marshall Islands as soon as rehabili-
G

tation has been completed.

Dr. Dunham said studies had been made of the external

raf!lationhazard t~ the Rongelapcse as well 8s the strontium 90

hazard in contaminated food. He said radiation exposure of

thf?sepeople would not exceed the maximum permissible body

burdens of 100 Sunshine units as established by the National

Committee on Radiation P~otection.

In response to 8 comment by Mr. Vance, Dr. Dunham said

he did not bt?llevethere was any ev;dence that the Rongelapese

did not want to return to their home islmd.

Mr. Libby commented on the extensive studies which had

been made of the soil end of the plant life of the island as
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the amount of stronium 90’that had accumulated in these Peoplets

bodies. Dr. Dunham pointed out that such studies were Included

in Cciltinuing medical inspections which will be a part of a long-

term study of radiat?.oneffects on the island.

After further discussion, the Commission:

a. PLpprovtithcposition Df the Atomic Energy

Commission that the Rongelapcse could be returned to

their home island fls soon as rehabilitation procedures

have been completed on the island as described in

Appendix “B” to AEC 125/30;

b. Noted that the Department of the Interior and

the Department of State will be advlsexd,,qfthis.,,;

letter such ae Appendix “C ● to m 1?5/30;

e. )Wed that a draft announcement suoh as A

“E” to AEC 125/30 will be proposed to the Department

of Interior for Issuance when the Department determines

that the natives can return; and

d. Noted that the Joj.ntCommittee on Atomic Energy,

-.,....& - 7(-WV . the GAC. and the MLC will be advised of this acticm bv
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